Report update from the Northern Ireland ‘Children for Christ Support Group’, September 2010
For the ‘Children for Christ’ England Committee Meeting, 25th September 2010

“To God be the glory, great things he has done!”

Hello to you all!

Warm greetings from your sisters in Christ!  

Let me begin by saying a thank you to you all for your friendliness, kindness and hospitality in March when Debbie and I met you all.  It was great for us to experience a Children for Christ committee meeting-what a blessing it was to our hearts!  We feel like we have known you all for a long time-you were all so welcoming and thanks also for all the fantastic food, for the lift to and from the airport and for all your kind words of encouragement.  The meeting opened our eyes A LOT to the world of Children for Christ and made us more thankful and eager to be part of the work.  
Back in Northern Ireland, the CFC support gorup met on the 8th April 2010 with the purpose of relaying information from the England Committee meeting, finalising aid arrangement and support group roles-these were requests from Harry when he visited us.  
Roles

The following roles were agreed
· Aid and Promotional Coordinators: Debbie Hewitt (now Mrs Massey!) and Myrtle Morrison

· Chairperson: Judith Watson

· Secretary: Nadine Anderson

· Treasurer: Nicola Robinson

Aid

We are so thankful to God for his faithfulness and answer to prayer again this year regarding the aid situation.  Aid is something that we in Northern Ireland enjoy to collect (I think Nicola could open her own shop with the amount she always seems to have!) and it gets friends, family and folks at church feel totally involved in Children for Christ.  Nonetheless it is a stressful time too with a lot of coordination and patience needed!   God gave Myrtle and Debbie the strength and gifts to organise another successful collection and we praise God for all He did and continues to do through the aid.  This year, contacts were renewed with William and his team of retired men at the Methodist Missioney Society in Lurgan who kindly donated aid last year, packed it all into boxes and pallated them for us free of charge.  In March 2010 during their deputation visit, Harry, Wilma and Vio returned to the warehouse and were delighted that William and his team were once again willing, keen and able to help out this year.   Approximately 12 pallets of aid were all packed by MMS (with one third of the aid donated by MMS as well).  The aid included new and good quality clothing, plastic sheeting for the building work, childrens chairs etc and these were sent from Northern Ireland to meet the aid lorry in May.  
You may recall how last year, the aid was shipped across to Scotland for free using a contact of Debbie’s.  This year however, we didn’t want to burden the same people as it is a big ask and we don’t want people to get sick of us, so Myrtle kindly offered to source another contact!  A man in her church agreed to transport the aid from Northern Ireland to Scotland for us, once again as a favour!! Not only did this man transport everything to Scotland, but he actually organised a second ‘run’ when we realised that the plastic sheeting that Harry specifically requested had been left behind.  We were relieved and delighted to hear when the aid (with plastic sheeting intact!) reached Romania safely with the other aid from Scotland and England.  May God richly bless these individuals who sacrifice time and money to help folks in Romania who are in need.

Sponsor a child

Here in Northern Ireland, the opportunity to ‘sponsor a child’ for a week of camp was well received with a good few children sponsored for both Romania and Moldova.  We are encouraged by this and would like to promote this further throughout this year and see if more children could be sponsored in this way.  
Links with St. Marks Portadown
This year, a team from St.Marks Church of Ireland in Portadown visited camp.  This was organised through an organisation named ‘Exodus’ who Harry and Wilma had links with many many years ago.  The team of girls aged from 15-50 went to camp and seemed to enjoy their experience.  We hope to contact the girls and arrange a Romania night to follow up their trip by seeing photos, sharing experiences and to then keep contact with them.

Camp visits

Myrtle and Nicola visited Varfurile camp at the end of July/beginning  of August.  They had another amazing, wonderful, spiritually uplifting time with the children and leaders.  On their return, they gave a presentation and update to the prayer meeting in Finaghy and we were all there to hear of their experiences this year.  Nicola showed us the photos of many of the children and explained their backgrounds and situations.  Myrtle said she was overwhelmed and was rejoicing over what she witnessed during the Bible Clubs in Brad that she was able to go to with the camp leaders.  She was touched to see a young boy from an orphanage receive Jesus as his Savour and witness a teenage boy ask the leaders for a Bible with such eagerness.  The hunger and thirst for the word of God from these children really spoke to her own heart and serves as a challenge to us too. 
Well, that is just a ‘wee’ update from us!  Hope and pray that your meeting today will be spiritually uplifting for all involved and that we all will continue to have the desire to see more boys and girls receiving Jesus as their Saviour in Romania and Moldova in the days, weeks and years to come.
May God bless you all.
Yours in Christ,

Judith and all the team in Northern Ireland
p.s. Thank you for the latest prayer letter from Romania-seems like a mini-revival occured once again despite the devil’s attempts to disrupt camp!  Thank the Lord we have salvation and victory through Jesus Christ!

